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proclamation, not a democratical one at all, which
broke in pieces the absolutism of the Roman Empire ;
the God-Man overthrowing the Man-God, the King
whose delight was to do the will of His Father, the
emperor whose delight was to do his own wilL On
this foundation the monarchies of Western Europe
were established. Kings who had believed themselves
descended from Odin acknowledged Jesus Christ as the
true Odin : they were anointed in His name, they
reigned by His grace. Wherever the civilization of
modern Europe was to terminate, this was the beginning
of it. Hereby the old Jewish idea of the king was
raised and transfigured; hereby the Greek idea of the
king or tyrant, the mere clever sagacious man, was
grafted upon that; righteousness being acknowledged as
the basis of royalty, the spirit of wisdom, and counsel,
and courage were its promised and appropriate gifts,
which the monarch could only refuse at the hazard of
being deposed by Him who set him up. This is the
principle upon which the monarchy of every European
nation has stood, contradicted of course every year
and day in practice, but vindicating itself by the crimes
and falls of kings as much as by the brave acts which
they did, and the dynasties which they established.
For dynasties were to be established ; the family
pripciple was to be asserted ; there was to be a witness
through it of the perpetuity of God's government* If
you will have exact facts, the fact of hereditary succes-*
sion is one of the most memorable that you can take
notice 'of/*

Carrying the war still further into the enemy's citadel,
Maurice then contends that Christianity even taught the
Divine right of aristocracies of talent as well as of